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Reading Comprehension 1                                                 (8 marks) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Read these amazing facts about polar bears and grizzly bears. 

 
(Adapted from: http://www.kids.nationalgeographic.com) 

http://www.kids.nationalgeographic.com/
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Reading Comprehension 2                                                       (22 marks) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Read the following text which is divided into two sections.  Then answer the 
questions on your booklet. 

Section 1 

The bear lurched forward, taking a step towards her, and April let out an 
involuntary whimper. A burnt feeling scorched through her nerve endings 
and her breathing was tight and shallow, trapped somewhere in her throat. 
What if he came closer? What if he attacked? But, just as quickly as he’d 
moved, the bear stopped abruptly. There was something cautious about the 
way he was keeping to the other side of the beach. Of course, he would be 
just as wary about her as she was of him and she let out a deep, shaky breath 
of relief.  (paragraph 1) 
 

Picking up the binoculars once more, she chewed her lip in worry because 
although he was huge, he really was desperately thin. She could even see 
his ribs poking through his fur. And surely his fur should look shinier and far 
less matted than that? (paragraph 2) 
 

There was also a sharpness to his face. Not a horrible sharpness the way 
some people’s faces are sharp permanently. But a sharpness born of hunger 
and desperation. ‘Oh, you poor thing,’ she murmured. ‘You’re starving.’   
(paragraph 3) 
 

The sun had dropped lower in the sky and April could barely see him in the 
fading light.  ‘Are you hungry?’ she asked. ‘You’re not going to eat me, are 
you?’ She scanned the rest of his face quickly through the binoculars. Even 
though he was a wild animal, he did look friendly – for a polar bear anyway. 
The tickly whiskers, the soft, wet black of his nose and his dark, chocolate-
coloured eyes which, even from this distance, seemed gentle.  She cleared 
her throat and wondered what to say next.  (paragraph 4) 
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Section 2 

‘My name is April,’ she offered at last. ‘April Wood. I’m eleven years old, I 
like hot chocolate, especially with marshmallows on top, and I’m here with 
my dad. He said there were no bears left on the island, but I knew I’d seen 
you that first night. Why would you risk coming so close to our cabin? Maybe 
. . .’ She stopped as the idea hit her. ‘Maybe you wanted to be seen? But why 
would that be?’  (paragraph 5) 
 

She gazed at him in puzzlement, and it wasn’t until she scanned her 
binoculars over his whole body that she finally saw it.  ‘Oh my!’ she 
exclaimed in horror. ‘What have you done to yourself?’  His front left paw 
had something tightly wrapped around it – a blue plastic of some kind. 
(paragraph 6) 
 

The bear brought the paw up to his mouth and gnawed at it with long, sharp 
teeth, growling under his breath as he tried to bite it off. But it was no use. 
The paw had swollen to twice its size and the plastic had wound its way 
impossibly tight – there was no way it was coming off. His head remained 
hanging low and he looked so vulnerable, that April’s first instinct was to 
run across and give him a big squeezy hug even though she knew how 
dangerous that would be.   (paragraph 7) 
 

‘That looks so painful,’ April murmured. She wanted to help. ‘I’ll be back,’ 
she whispered. ‘I promise.’ And the bear lifted his head and roared.   
(paragraph 8) 

(Adapted from The Last Bear by Hannah Gold) 
 

 

 

 

 


